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Texas’ foreign-born population: Texas’ children:
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unauthorized  
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more refugees 
than any other 

state in the  
past 5 years

To learn more about newcomers in Texas, see our report:  
“Stronger Together: Immigrants, Refugees, and the Future of Texas.”
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Funder Recommendations

Understand Newcomer Communities: Conduct a demographic analysis or a community assessment to  
identify the needs and assets of newcomers and identify service and policy gaps.

Promote Citizenship: Support outreach and education to help immigrants understand the benefits of  
citizenship; English and civics classes to help prepare for the citizenship exam; legal services and other  
assistance to navigate the complex application process; and financial assistance to defray the application  
and documentation fees. 

Strengthen Employment Outcomes: Fund programs that improve English literacy and vocational skills,  
accreditation for high-skilled immigrant workers, and outreach, education, and organizing efforts on  
workplace rights and wage theft to enhance earnings and benefits for all low-wage workers.

Enhance Educational Achievement: Fund programs that promote college success for students from  
immigrant families and low-income households, such as outreach to parents, students, and school officials 
about higher-education opportunities and options, the admissions process, and the resources and assistance 
available to help facilitate college access and success.

Improve English Proficiency: Fund programs to increase language access, English proficiency, quality early- 
learning programs; programs for dual language learners; vocational English programs; high school completion 
and GED access; and connection to workforce opportunities. 

Expand Financial Integration: Support financial education and literacy programs to increase newcomers’ 
knowledge and understanding of mainstream financial services; efforts to expand access to affordable financial 
products and services, including low-cost loans for DACA and naturalization application fees; and programs 
that help immigrants save for homeownership and build wealth.

Increase Health Access: Support safety-net providers such as federally qualified health centers, community 
clinics, and public hospitals to provide care to uninsured foreign-born Texans; for immigrants eligible for  
insurance coverage, multilingual, culturally competent community outreach, education, and assistance to 
enroll and access services. 

Support Refugees and Asylum Seekers: Support refugee integration with grantmaking for mental health  
services, employment training, English language classes; and asylum-seekers, particularly women and  
children, with psychosocial and legal services 

Address Rising Xenophobia: Support efforts to educate the broader society about immigrant and refugee 
contributions and address misinformation and misperceptions, particularly anti-Muslim sentiment, to mitigate 
the impact of xenophobic and hate-rhetoric on youth and vulnerable communities. 

Meet Basic Needs, Protect Fundamental Rights: Support organizations that monitor and document  
enforcement and detention practices, particularly humane treatment of women and children; provide  
 psychosocial and legal assistance to immigrants in detention; and support mental health services to children 
left behind because of enforcement practices. 

For more information, contact Aryah Somers Landsberger, director of programs, at: aryah@gcir.org.
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