
Project ANAR  
  
Afghan lawyers and organizers, together with immigration lawyers from Pangea Legal 

Services and Centro Legal de la Raza started The Afghan Network for Advocacy and Resources 

(Project ANAR).  Today, we are coordinating the following: 
•     9,000+ Afghans (initially ~300) who are seeking humanitarian parole to the U.S. 
 •     700+ legal volunteers (initially ~100) 
•      600+ volunteer sponsors 
•      40 volunteer translators 
•      25 rotational administrative volunteers 
•      6 core volunteer coordinators 

• Laila Ayub, Afghan organizer and attorney at RAICES 
• Susan Beaty, attorney at Centro Legal de la Raza  
• Saamia Haqiq, Afghan organizer and recent UC Berkeley graduate 
• Michele Lampach, attorney and former executive director of UnLocal 
• Wogai Mohmand, Afghan organizer and attorney at Morgan Lewis 
• Roxana Moussavian, attorney and co-director at Pangea Legal Services 

 
   
Background & Origins: 
  
Starting around August 18, 2021, a small team of Afghan organizers rallied advocates from 

across the country and began frantically working to help a long list of Afghan nationals who 

are seeking assistance to come to the United States. Some of these Afghans are extremely high-

risk young people, some are single women who have worked in TV journalism and women’s 

rights, and some are folks who collaborated closely with the US and are in deep danger. The 

list includes family members of the Afghan-American organizers.  
  
Over the past few weeks, many of us have worked 18-hour days without a break to build 

pathways of aid. We have become deeply versed in the challenges, the evacuation options, the 

legal processes. We have mounted a large congressional pressure campaign. We have figured 

out how to get cash into the hands of desperate souls despite no banks functioning. We have 

watched our families throw themselves into danger for a shot at a better life. We have put some 

of our own paid work aside to do this. These are life-and-death moments for people we care 

about. 
  
We have been able to do all this together with a coalition of predominantly BIPOC and/or 

queer lawyers and Afghan organizers who have pulled together Project ANAR that is currently 

housed at Pangea Legal Services. This project started with the support of the Afghan Diaspora 

for Equality and Progress (ADEP), and has since evolved into a stand-alone effort in partnership 

with ADEP and others. 
  
Our legal and community partners include: 

•      Afghan Diaspora for Equality & Progress 
•      Berkeley Law for Afghanistan Project 
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•      Southeast Asia Resource Action Center (SEARAC) 
•      Innovation Law Labs 
•      PARS Equality Center  
•      Oasis Legal Services 
•      Catholic Legal Immigration Network, Inc. (CLINIC)  
•      Human Rights First 

  
Celebrity partners that are promoting our fundraising, sponsorship, and volunteer recruiting 

work include Justin Baldoni, Noah Centineo, Afghan actress Azita Ghanizada, and Khatira 

Rafiqzada, who is an Afghan refugee and the wife of actor Michael Ealy. 
  

This is very much a rapid-response emerging crisis. We are building the plane as we fly it—a 

feeling we in the social justice community understand well. It is critically important that this 

work sits within culturally competent organizations. Much effort has been frittered this last 

month by many with good intentions but limited understanding of the direct threats to and 

cultural specificity of this population. 
  
The Afghan organizers involved are all directly impacted and are also the key leaders in 

this coalition work. We first realized the need for this project when we were researching ways 

in which we could assist our own families in Afghanistan. Realizing that most efforts related 

to Afghans are focused on US-allied or US-affiliated individuals, we saw a direct and urgent 

need to file humanitarian parole applications as our only option to ensure the safety of our 

loved ones. 
  
Inside Afghanistan, the US investment has propped up most systems. With those investments 

leaving, prospects look dire at best, and mortally treacherous at worst, for so 

many Afghans who have been marked as collaborators with the US Government, or whose 

ideas about freedom and human rights, especially the rights of women, minorities, and queer 

folks, are in direct opposition to the Taliban. Over the last 20 years, they were encouraged to 

fight for freedom and democracy. And now, those very ideals put them under direct threat.  
  
We in the United States owe a debt to these people. Unfortunately, our government systems 

have been slow and ill-prepared to respond to the scale of need. For us, these people are not 

names on a spreadsheet. We understand the peril they face, and we’re working fast using the 

legal tools at our disposal. 
  
What is Humanitarian Parole? (A layperson’s explainer) 
  
Humanitarian Parole is a pathway for entry to the United States for urgent humanitarian 

reasons. It is usually granted when someone has no other alternatives for entry. It's essentially 

a temporary permission to come to the United States, on a humanitarian basis, and stay for up 

to one year (as granted at USCIS discretion). For many of our families, that permission could 

allow time for their other pending SIV and P-2 visas to be processed. For some, it may be one 

of their only pathways to rapid safety. Typically, Humanitarian Parole applications are 

processed quicker than permanent status visas. 
  



Humanitarian Parole is also important as a strategy because it might allow families to leave 

harm's way more quickly and also provide them with papers that would count as "onward 

travel" confirmation, which helps with evacuation efforts. Currently there are evacuation 

limitations for people with no documents and few countries still willing to take refugees. 

Humanitarian Parole could provide many families with an important missing stepping stone in 

their efforts to flee to safety. 
  
THANK YOU! 
  
Our amazing community has done SO MUCH so far. There have only been a few bright spots 

in this experience. The kindness of strangers has certainly been one of them. Those of us who 

are immigrants or other minorities ourselves know that we are nothing if not resourceful, and 

that obstacles only spur us on. This is a moment for us to activate our superpowers.  
 


