
Michigan: Newcomers and Neighbors

MICHIGAN

REGIONS OF ORIGIN
Regions of birth of Michigan’s foreign-born population⁶

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN
Top countries of birth for Michigan’s 
foreign-born population¹³

REFUGEE RESETTLEMENT
Top countries of origin for Michigan’s refugee population¹⁴

Michigan has been among the top five states for refugee 
resettlement over the last decade.¹⁵ Approximately
               refugees call Michigan home.¹⁶
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9.6%
of Michigan households have at 
least one immigrant member.³

14%
of Michigan’s children have at 

least one foreign-born parent.⁴

Immigrants make up           of Detroit’s 
population. They hail from over 100 

different countries.⁵
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Detroit has a large and diverse 
immigrant population, with more 
than                  immigrants residing 
in the metro area.²
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Michigan is home to 
nearly                  immigrants 
— approximately         of the 
state’s total population.¹
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Legal status of Michigan’s foreign-born 
population

LEGAL STATUS

4,420 DACA 
recipients¹¹ and 12,000 

DACA eligible¹²

112,700 likely 
eligible to 

naturalize¹⁰
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Immigrants are helping 
address Michigan’s population 
challenges, accounting 
for 57.7% of the state’s 
population growth in the past 
decade.²⁰

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES

Revitalizing 
towns and 

neighborhoods¹⁹

Helping 
lower 

eviction and 
crime rates

Increasing 
home 

ownership

Opening 
businesses

Migrants are:

MICHIGAN: A BORDER STATE

Over 63% of people 
detained over a two 
year period were 
first stopped by 
another agency, like 
local police.

63%
U.S. border patrol 
considers all of 
Michigan to be 
within         miles 
of an international 
border, meaning 
that border patrol 
agents can carry 
out warrantless 
searches anywhere 
in the state.¹⁷

100 Over           of 
people processed 
by border patrol are 
U.S. citizens, and 
another           are 
foreign citizens 
lawfully in the 
country.
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The number of border 
patrol agents in the Detroit 
grew from 38 to 411 
between 2001 and 2015, 
an increase of 981%, 
by far the fastest rate of 
growth of any sector.¹⁸
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Michigan has nearly                  
                  eligible foreign-born 
voters, approximately       
                  of whom are in the 
Detroit metro area.²¹
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66,000 There are approximately              
“newly naturalized citizens” in 
Michigan, a potentially powerful 
voting force in a state with often 
narrow electoral margins.²²

66,000

LANGUAGES
Top languages spoken at home other than English 
among immigrants²³
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Chinese
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Immigrants contributed $67.8 
billion, nearly 10%, to the state's 
GDP in 2022.²⁶

$67.8B

WORKFORCE

The immigrant share of workers is highest in:

Manufacturing Transportation
& Warehousing

Professional 
Services

Construction Agriculture Health Care²⁴

Education

Immigrants comprise             of Michigan’s 
population but make up             of its labor force 
and significant portions of the workforce in critical 
fields, including:
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