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Census 2020: High Stakes for California 

Census data guides the allocation of $4 trillion in federal funds, including anti-poverty programs, foster 

care, Medicaid, and other services that meet basic needs and support family self-sufficiency. In fiscal year 

2015, California received an estimated $76 billion in federal funding tied to the state’s population count. 

With a congressional seat on the line, a fair and accurate count ensures equal and fair political 

representation for the Golden State. The 2020 Census faces significant challenges that threaten to 

compromise a fair and accurate count and undermine California’s future. Moreover, California accounts 

for nearly 20 percent of the hardest-to-count Census tracts in the country. In 2010, an estimated 1.5 

million Californians went uncounted, resulting in billions in lost federal allocations. 

Critical Role for Philanthropy 

In California, philanthropy has mobilized to ensure a fair and accurate count in 2020. Although 

philanthropy cannot and should not supplant the government’s responsibility to conduct a good census, 

funder engagement in support of the constitutionally required enumeration is more important than ever.  

The California Census 2020 Statewide Funders’ Initiative, coordinated by Grantmakers Concerned with 

Immigrants and Refugees (GCIR), was established in 2017 in order to achieve two overarching goals: 

• To ensure that hard-to-count populations in California are accurately counted. 

• To build a stronger movement infrastructure across the state that can improve 

opportunities and conditions for Californians who have been politically, economically, and 

socially marginalized. 

 

 
Steering Committee 

• Melina Sanchez, Co-Chair, The James Irvine Foundation  

• Tara Westman, Co-Chair, The California Endowment  

• Lisa Cleri Reale, Lisa Cleri Reale & Associates 

• Leslie Dorosin, Grove Foundation 

• Stephania Ramirez, California Community Foundation 
 
Advocacy Partners 

Statewide Funders’ Advocacy Table, organized by Philanthropy California 

• Cecilia Chen, Northern California Grantmakers 

• Karla Mercado, Southern California Grantmakers  

• Megan Thomas, San Diego Grantmakers  
 
For more information, contact Stephanie Ramirez at stephanie@gcir.org.  
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