
“As the most populous and diverse state 
in the nation, California has the highest
stakes of any state in the 2020 Census. 
It’s incredibly important we ensure every
Californian is counted no matter their
socioeconomic or immigration status. 
Only through working together will 
we achieve a complete and fair count.”

— Dr. Robert K. Ross, President and CEO 

Census Data is an Essential Public Health Tool. Public health officials, practitioners and
advocates, including TCE and its grantees, rely on accurate census data to understand the distribution of
health conditions and diseases across the US population. Accurate census data helps track and monitor
health trends over time. Census data is also essential to craft and target interventions and resources to
address public health issues. Without a full, accurate and inclusive count, public health practitioners lose
their ability to keep track of health conditions and intervene on behalf of better health outcomes for all.

Political Representation. A fair and accurate census is essential to an inclusive democracy. Every
ten years, seats in the US House of Representatives are reapportioned using census data. Census data is
also used to draw up districts within each state to determine state and local voting districts, including school
districts, as well as the number of electoral votes each state has for the following decade. As such, having
a full and accurate count is essential to ensuring that historically excluded populations have power, agency,
and voice in public and private decision making.  

Federal Funding Allocations. Census data is used to allocate federal funds to support programs for
the most vulnerable populations. In California, this adds up to at least $770 billion over a decade. Funding
allocations are made based on the total number of people living in each state. Without an accurate count,
states across the nation, including California, risk not receiving enough funds to meet the essential needs
of their most vulnerable residents. Many programs funded based on the census count address key social
determinants of health. Losing federal funds for these programs would have a significant impact on TCE’s
efforts to close health equity gaps. 

Historically Marginalized Populations are at the core of The California Endowment’s
Building Healthy Communities initiative. The California Endowment’s core values are fairness,
inclusion, and health and justice for all. Many communities and people involved in Building Healthy
Communities campaigns are considered hard to count. There is a significant overlap between California
counties with the highest HTC populations and the counties where Building Healthy Communities has been
active. Los Angeles County, home to the Endowment’s headquarters, is the largest hard-to-count county in
the nation. To be successful, population- and geographic-specific outreach are important. 

2020 CENSUS:
WHY IT MATTERS TO THE CALIFORNIA ENDOWMENT 



In 2018, the Endowment’s Board of Directors approved $10 million to support strategies
that promote a fair and accurate count in California. To attain its 2020 Census goals, 
the Endowment will leverage existing assets, including: a) long-standing partnerships with local, regional, 
and statewide advocacy and community-based partners trusted by community residents; b) ethnic media partners 
to raise awareness and combat a climate of fear; c) partnerships with philanthropic organizations with shared 
values and goals; and d) lessons learned from the Endowment’s past support of census outreach, 
health coverage expansion, and other campaigns.

The Endowment’s 2020 Census funds are dedicated to: 
•  State and regional level advocacy, education and cross-sector coordination
•  Statewide coordination of philanthropic efforts
•  Media, communications and message testing
•  Planning and implementation of regional Get Out the Count (GOTC) strategies 
•  Technical assistance
•  Evaluation
•  Rapid response funding for low response census tracts and unforeseen issues

This funding approach will likely evolve in response to environmental factors and emerging opportunities as 
2020 approaches. In addition to the above strategies, the Endowment has taken positions against the inclusion 
of a citizenship question on the 2020 decennial census form through Census Bureau open comment periods and 
amicus briefs related to lawsuits seeking to remove the question.  

THE 2020 CENSUS OF THE ENDOWMENT’S CENSUS 2020 GRANTMAKING STRATEGY

THE ENDOWMENT’sBARRIERS

PURPOSE: To ensure that California’s hard-to-count (HTC) populations are accurately counted in the 2020 Census.

GOAL 1: Hard-to-count populations are heard and considered in our representative democratic practices.

GOAL 2: California receives its fair share of federal funding for programs supporting underserved
populations. Supporting an accurate and inclusive 2020 Census count aligns with Building 
Healthy Communities (BHC) goals.

2020 CENSUS STRATEGY

Every ten years, the US Constitution requires that the federal government conduct a
census to count every single person living in the nation. Californians will be invited
to complete a census form starting in March 2020. Ensuring a full, fair, inclusive,
and accurate count requires planning, updating of addresses, testing of procedures
and technology, and hiring, training, and oversight of a temporary workforce to gather
and process all data. It is a massive undertaking by the US Census Bureau that
requires the involvement of many sectors. 

WHAT IS PURPOSE & GOALSPHILANTHROPY
has a key role to play
in leveraging its influence,
community connections, and
dollars to yield a fair and accurate
census that will have ripple effects
throughout California communities. 

Local, state, and federal
governments, businesses,
nonprofits, and foundations all 
rely on the comprehensive data
collected by the Census to allocate
funding, measure impact, and
make strategic decisions.  

Because the State of California is
investing in awareness, education,
and outreach to ready Californians 
to fill out and safely submit their
census information, philanthropic
organizations across the state are
working together to ensure that
communities and people who 
are likely to be missed through
traditional outreach learn about
the census from people they 
trust and to participate in this very
important count of all Californians.  

TO A FULL 2020 CENSUS
COUNT IN CALIFORNIA

For the census to serve its intended purpose, meet its constitutional mandate
and remain an essential data resource for both the public and the private
sectors, it must be inclusive of all persons living in California, not just citizens. 

The Endowment believes that a successful census must overcome significant
barriers for a fair and accurate count to be achieved in California. 

             •   High concentrations of historically hard to count populations 
             •   Government mistrust
             •   Insufficient preparation by the US Census Bureau 
             •   An online census option that cannot be accessed by everyone

Addressing these barriers is critical for California communities to avoid loss 
of representation in the political process and disadvantage brought on by
reductions in health and social services. 


