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00:00
Good	morning.	Good	morning.	Happy	to	be	here	and	I	know	all	of	you	are	probably	like	me	feeling
energized.	I	was	sharing	with	someone	earlier.	How	do	I	know	an	event	is	going	like	extremely	well?
How	often	my	emailing	colleagues	what	I	learned	at	the	event	emails	a	day	y'all	emails.	So	that	just
tells	you	a	little	bit	about	that.	My	name	is	Dominique	Raymond.	I	go	by	she	her	and	I	also	go	back
Domi	started	as	the	director	for	partnerships	at	Lumina	Foundation.	Luminar	is	an	independent
private	foundation	based	in	Indianapolis	and	our	work	is	focused	on	learning	after	high	school	two
months	certification.	Great,	be	a	great	The	point	is	more	people	learning	more,	helps	the	individual
helps	the	community	that	they're	in	helps	our	nation	helps	the	world.	And	that's	really	what	our	work
is	about.	And	so	one	more	housekeeping	note.	Yesterday,	I	shared	that	I'm	board	members,	many	of
us	are	here	and	really	privileged	to	feel	that	and	be	part	of	this	and	talk	about	g7	membership	in
terms	of	it.	You	know	if	it's	mission	aligned	or	mission	adjacent,	it's	still	really	relevant	to	those	of	us
who	are	in	philanthropic	in	Philanthropy,	and	had	some	really	great	conversations	with	many	of	you.
I'm	going	to	ask	Caleb	to	stand	up.	Anyone	who	has	questions	around	juicer	membership.	Please
reach	out	to	Caleb	he's	back	there.	Really	he	can	help	you	make	a	case	for	action.	Why	membership
is	an	incredible	return	on	investment	for	your	work.	Even	if	it	is	adjacent.	You're	not	doing	specific
immigration	issues.	That's	okay.	Because	all	of	it	is	tied	together	with	our	work,	which	actually	is	a
good	segue	into	our	conversation	today,	which	is	around	transformative	change,	really	achieving
transformative	change,	merging	power	across	movements.	Again,	for	us	as	Lumina,	we're	into
learning	and	what	do	we	use?	How	do	we	what's	our	intersectionality	points?	It	is	how	do	we	find	the
intersection	between	earning	learning	and	serving?	And	how	do	we	get	that	to	move	forward	to	have
our	society	move	forward	to	take	care	of	existential	risks	to	make	certain	that	we	can	combat	fear	of
the	other	that	tends	to	be	prevalent	in	the	work.	So	today,	we	have	this	amazing,	amazing	panel.	I
mean,	I'm	here	to	learn	y'all	and	I	hope	you	all	don't	mind.	I'm	gonna	probably	be	emailing	some
colleagues	while	we're	up	here,	because	it's	just	really	I'm	very	excited	for	this.	First	we	have
Stephanie	Gill,	or	gizmo	you	give	you	Stephanie's	with	Project	South	comm	more	is	with	Southeast
Asia	Resource	Center,	and	then	Claudia	and	Louisa	Munoz.	Cassia	Anna	is	with	the	Grassroots
Leadership,	and	I'll	ask	each	of	them	to	introduce	themselves.	And	yeah.	Yeah.	This	is	great.
Stephanie,	why	don't	we	start	with	you.	Tell	us	about	yourself	and	give	us	a	little	overview.

13:43
Sure.	Good	morning,	and	congratulations	on	being	here.	So	early.	I	was	like	that's	an	early	bird	panel.



Sure.	Good	morning,	and	congratulations	on	being	here.	So	early.	I	was	like	that's	an	early	bird	panel.
So	y'all	are	the	winners	on	that	one.	I'm	Stephanie	Gill	you	I	was	born	and	raised	here	in	Houston,
Texas.	So	excited	to	be	back	in	my	hometown.	I	live	in	Atlanta,	Georgia,	and	I	work	for	Project	south
and	one	of	the	CO	directors	of	project	South	Institute	for	the	elimination	of	poverty	and	genocide,
founded	in	1986.	So	we're	3536	years	old	and	black	LED	multiracial	organization	with	a	lot	of
organizing	and	legal	and	advocacy	work	on	anti	immigrant	frontlines	in	the	South	as	well	as	regional
movement	infrastructure	buildings,	so	excited	to	be	here.	Come	Hi	everyone.

14:32
My	name	is	Kamara.	I	am	the	Director	of	National	Policy	at	the	Southeast	Asia	Resource	Action
Center.	I	was	born	in	a	Thai	refugee	camp,	way	back	when	and	my	family	immigrated	to	the	US	or
were	resettled	into	the	US	in	the	late	80s.	At	the	Southeast	Asia	Resource	Action	Center.	We	work
specifically	with	Southeast	Asian	refugees	who	were	resettled	into	the	US	as	a	result	of	the	Vietnam
War.	The	focus	of	our	work	really	is	about	healing,	the	trauma	that	our	communities	have	gone
through	around	the	areas	of	mental	health	education,	but	more	specifically	working	with	individuals
who	have	had	contact	with	the	criminal	legal	system	and	are	at	risk	or	at	risk	of	deportation	because
of	their	interactions	with	that	system.	You	know,	our	work	isn't	specific	to	the	south,	but	we	work	with
a	lot	of	southern	based	organizations,	specifically	with	organizations	like	the	Southeast	Asia	coalition,
North	Carolina,	both	people	asked	to	last	in	Texas	Houston,	and	with	advancing	justice	Atlanta	is
based	out	of	Atlanta.	And	the	focus	of	our	work	really	is	you	know,	how	do	we	make	sure	that
impacted	individuals	who	have	had	contact	are	one	protected	from	deportation	and	then	to	how	do
we	make	sure	that	their	families	are	able	to	sustain	themselves	and	to	thrive	despite	the	detentions
that	they	might	be	facing	war	after	a	loved	one	has	been	removed	from	their	home?

16:00
Good,	thank	you.

16:04
Good	morning,	everyone.	My	notes	as	I	was	born	and	raised	in	Monterrey,	Mexico,	which	is	about
eight	hours	from	here,	driving,	I	got	to	Texas	as	soon	as	I	could.	I	promise	it's	a	lovely	place	with
lovely	people	despite	of	all	of	the	horrible	politics	and	news	you	see	on	television,	and	I	look	to	for	21
years.	I'm	the	youngest	of	nine	children.	My	sisters	are	live	here	in	Texas.	I	out	of	those	21	years,	I
was	undocumented	for	20	I	just	adjusted	my	status	last	year,	but	my	my	sisters,	but	my	sisters	and
the	rest	of	my	family	remain	undocumented.	I	started	organizing	in	high	school	here	in	Austin,	Texas,
where	I	went	to	high	school.	And	I	currently	work	at	Grassroots	Leadership.	Grassroots	Leadership	is	a
42	year	old	organization	that	was	actually	started	in	North	Carolina	around	the	issues	of	privatization,
prison,	proper	teen	and,	you	know,	many	other	issues	that	were	happening	in	the	south	at	the	time.
But	in	the	past	maybe	six	or	seven	years	as	Grassroots	Leadership	went	from	being	that	white	non
impact	that	led	organization	and	we	transition	into	being	most	of	the	staff	and	led	by	people	of	color
and	by	impact	that	people	like	myself.	We	really	started	working	more	around,	you	know,	community
organizing	policy	and	practice	change	in	narrative	building.	So	we've	really	shifted	ourselves	and	we'll
talk	a	little	bit	more	about	what	that	transformational	process	has	looked	like	for	us	as	well	but	I'm
really	happy	to	be	here	and	so	happy	to	meet	with	you	in	the	city	that	I	love	so	much.	This	is



17:39
so	great.	Okay,	I'm	so	excited.	I'm	nerding	out	a	little	bit.	So	Stefan,	let	me	go	back	to	you.	Really	this
is	a	question	for	all	of	you,	um,	calm	talks	a	little	bit	about	you	know,	you're	working	in	the	south	but
obviously	DC	well	is	the	salvage	but	you	know,	really	interested	in	this	southern	context,	right.	We
know	that	merging	power	and	movement	is	a	50	state	issue.	It's	a	global	issue,	to	be	honest,	and	but
across	the	50	states,	I	think	there's	compelling	arguments	to	say	that	it	has	some	sense	of	urgency
and	really	emergency	in	the	south.	So	Stephanie,	I'm	wondering	if	you	could	just	talk	a	little	bit	about
project	southlawn	And	give	you	an	opportunity	to	give	us	an	overview	of	the	work	that	you're	doing
there.	And	what	do	you	see	as	really	like	critical?	That's	a	southern	nature	to	really	merge
movements,	and	power.

18:34
Thanks.	So,	Project	South	is	a	movement	building	institution,	and	we	believe	that	it's	going	to	take
social	movements	of	all	kinds,	all	issues,	all	frontlines,	all	communities,	to	really	make	the	changes
that	we	need	that	we	can't	rely	on	just	one	strategy	or	another	that	we	really	have	to	come	together.
So	I	think	that's	a	lot	of	what	we're	going	to	talk	about	this	morning,	is	how	do	we	do	that	work	of
collaboration	and	cross	movement,	organizing	and	strategy	development.	I	think	y'all	know	the
depths	of	the	problems	the	and	certainly	that's	one	way	we	talk	about	it	in	the	south.	We	can't	afford
to	go	issue	by	issue.	We	can't	see	housing	separate	from	prisons,	separate	from	the	military,	separate
from	young	people	in	schools,	all	of	those	coalesce	with	police	in	schools	with	surveillance	attempts
that	have	happened	in	Georgia	in	schools	to	track	immigrant	status	and	really	profile	young	people	so
we	see	the	South	as	a	place	that's	always	had	to	fight	a	multi	prong	attack	and	has	built	movements
and	organizing	efforts	to	really	deal	with	that,	but	in	a	way	that	is	collaborative,	that	shows	the	power
of	our	communities	and	doesn't	do	it	at	the	expense	of	any	one	group	or	any	one	issue.	The	in	terms
of	some	of	the	fields	and	some	of	the	trends	that	we're	seeing,	especially	in	the	rise	and	I	think	just
being	frank	the	rise	of	a	white	supremacist	white	nationalist	movement	and	how	that	shows	up	at	the
legislative	level	and	at	the	social	level	at	the	ground.	level.	So	the	hostility	that	we're	seeing	the
organized	militia	is	the	type	of	just	interpersonal	dynamics	that	we	see	on	the	streets	and	in	our
public	spaces.	And	then	how	that	is	emboldened	by	the	legislative	attacks	and	whether	that's
happening	state	by	state	or	at	the	federal	level.	We	see	the	we	see	the	attacks	having	a	regional
playbook.	We	were	watching	legislation	across	all	13	where	we	count	as	the	13	states	of	the	south
which	is	a	former	Confederacy.	It	was	the	same	attacks	it	was	the	same	copy	and	paste	legislation.
Around	critical	race	theory	around	anti	trans	around	anti	immigration	and	they're	testing	where	they
can	get	it	passed	how	far	and	we	have	to	be	ready	not	just	Georgia,	Texas,	Alabama,	but	with	a
Southern	Regional	strategy	and	we	have	that	in	our	in	our	muscles.	So	I	think	the	trends	of	turning
federal	and	state	prisons	into	ice	prisons,	we	know	that	that's	happening.	We	know	that	the
militarization	of	our	police	in	local	communities	is	happening	and	what	that	means	for	black
communities,	immigrant	communities	and	Muslim	communities,	as	well	young	people	across	all	of
those	communities	and	the	attacks	that	we're	seeing	on	on	our	folks.	So	we	know	those	attacks	are
rising,	they	are	getting	consolidated,	they	are	getting	supported	at	all	levels.	But	I	want	to	I	think
what	we're	focusing	on	this	morning	is	the	transformational	possibilities.	So	we	can	definitely	name
and	track	and	monitor	and	we	have	to	those	attacks	and	the	way	that	that's	rolling	out.	But	we	have
to	also	focus	on	the	strengths	and	the	strength	of	our	forces,	the	strength	of	our	communities	and
what	we've	learned	over	time,	so	I	know	that's	one	campaign	that	we're	going	to	be	able	to	talk	about
in	terms	of	project	Southwark	was	being	able	to	shut	down	the	Irwin	County	Detention	Center	last
year	as	an	ice	prison	that	was	testing	and	practicing	reproductive	justice	abuses	that	were
unconscionable	and	then	it	made	international	press	and	we	were	able	to	leverage	some	of	that
attention	at	the	International	national	and	state	level.	They	were	they	were	basically	removing



people's	uteruses	medical	neglect	medical	abuse,	that	was	just	unbelievable	and	felt	like	from
another	time.	And	we	were	able	to	shut	that	down	using	a	multi	cross	movement	approach	a	multiple
strategic	approach	that	we	can	get	into	more	but	I	think	is	really	rooted	in	a	southern	movements
history	legacy	and	that	we	can	continue	to	be	creative	and	innovative	in	this	next	era	of	work

23:07
is	great	and	very	insightful	and	informative	and	I	know	calm	that	you	touched	on	this	a	little	bit	that
you	are	working	in	the	South.	Somewhat.	I	want	to	just	bring	your	attention	like	the	opening	plenary
we	heard	from	the	University	of	Houston	Law	Clinic	and	I	was	sharing	this	with	you	and	Stephanie
earlier	where	he	shared	the	one	in	three	one	in	three	Houstonians	are	immigrants	and	that	the	shift	is
happening	where	most	of	the	immigrant	population	is	coming	in	now	is	our	Chinese	natural	nationals
as	well	as	Nigerians	and	others.	And	so	we'd	love	to	hear	from	your	perspective.	What	does	it	mean
emerging	power	in	the	south	in	the	context	of	the	shifting	demographic?

23:58
Yeah,	you	know,	I	think	for	for	the	populations	that	we	work	with,	I	like	to	think	that	Asian	Americans
and	Pacific	Islander	populations	inherently	have	to	work	in	a	way	that	forces	them	to	merge	power
because	individually	as	you	know,	in	their	specific	ethnic	groups,	they	don't	generally	have	the
population	density	density	to	move	policy	on	their	own.	And	so,	you	know,	our	racial	identity	is
inherently	a	sort	of	solidarity	framework	and	emerging	power	sort	of	framework	that	we	have	to	work
through.	You	know,	one	of	the	things	that	we	notice	through	the	work	of	our	partners	is	that	they
oftentimes	are	the	only	Asian	American	or	Pacific	Islander	voice	at	the	table	when	it	comes	to	any
sort	of	southern	immigrant	or	immigration	effort	or	multiracial	effort,	which	is,	is	a	benefit	in	that
there	is	at	least	a	Pacific	Islander	or	Asian	American	voice	in	the	room	but	a	detriment	because	there
are	so	many	different	kinds	of	Asian	Americans	and	Pacific	Islanders	and	different	kinds	of	Asian
American	Pacific	Islander	experiences.	So	you	know,	for	Southeast	Asian	American	populations,	we
are	the	South	is	where	we	see	some	of	the	fastest	population	growth	in	our	communities.	In	Texas.
It's	where	the	SEC	has	the	second	highest	number	of	Southeast	Asian	Americans	living	in	the	US
second	only	to	California.	And	we're	also	seeing	seeing	an	increasing	population	of	Southeast	Asian
Americans	in	places	like	Tennessee,	in	Louisiana,	and	so	on	as	well.	And	it's	concerning	that	you
know,	oftentimes	we	you	know,	in	coalition's	will	bring	in	one	Asian	American	organization	to	serve	as
the	de	facto	voice	when	we	encompass	over	50	Different	ethnic	identities	and	100	different	dialects
and	face	a	multitude	of	different	issues.	Based	on	the	way	that	we	have	migrated	to	the	US.	For
example,	for	South	Asian	American	communities,	there	has	been	a	large	issue	around	asylum	seekers
being	detained	by	CBP	because	they	are	crossing	through	the	southern	border	for	Southeast	Asian
Americans.	There's	a	significant	portion	of	them	that	are	facing	deportation	because	of	past	criminal
convictions	with	Texas	having	the	second	highest	absolute	number	of	Southeast	Asian	Americans	who
face	deportations	and	you	know,	amongst	undocumented	populations,	Korean	and	Filipinos	and
Chinese	individuals	have	some	of	the	highest	rates	of	undocumented	folks	in	the	country.	And,	you
know,	it	sort	of	goes	on	and	on	with	each	different	ethnic	subgroup	facing	vastly	different	migration
experiences	and	histories.	But	all	of	this	oftentimes	gets	sort	of	narrowed	down	into	one	voice	that,
you	know,	can	accurately	depict	the	experiences	of	our	communities.	So,	you	know,	when	we	talk
about	emerging	power	in	the	south,	it's	It	means	making	sure	that	in	places	like	Houston,	it's	not	just
BP	SLS,	and	OCA	Greater	Houston	that	are	at	the	table	talking	about	immigration.	And	talking	about
how	we	can	serve	Asian	American	immigrants	and	refugees	and	sort	of	the	broader	broader
populations,	making	sure	you	know	that	we	bring	in	smaller	groups	that	are	up	and	coming	or	folks



that	are	just	trying	to	keep	their	lights	on	but	still	doing	the	work	to	prevent	deportation	in	their
communities.	So	that's	sort	of	what	we've	been	seeing	in	the	south.	And	you	know,	one	of	the	our
major	concerns	has	been	around	organizations	closing	their	doors	or	just	for	going	immigration	work
completely,	because	of	lack	of	funds	based	on	where	they're	located	or	the	size	of	the	organization.
For	example,	you	know,	our	partners	in	Louisiana	at	Vila,	Louisiana	availa	have	essentially	stopped
some	of	their	immigration	work	despite	the	fact	that	you	know,	so	much	of	what	they've	done	have
been	rooted	in	environmental	justice,	anti	racist,	organizing,	and	immigrant	protections.

27:53
Wow,	that's,	it's,	I	heard	what	you	said.	And	I	also	I	was	looking	at	Claudia	because	I	was	thinking,
wow,	you	know,	Asian	communities	are	not	a	monolith.	And	obviously,	Latina	Latino	communities	are
not	a	monolith,	and	particularly	in	the	south,	right.	I	mean,	just	historically,	in	terms	of	historical
context,	right.	And	so	we'd	love	to	hear	from	you	about	it's	like	everything	common,	Stephanie	said,
from	your	body	of	work,	because	there	is	a	common	narrative	there	right	but	would	really	very	much
like	to	hear	about	it	from	the	Latin.	Yeah,

28:30
certainly.	Well,	I	think,	you	know,	something	that	I	do	want	to	remind	us	all	is	that	Texas	does	share	a
huge	border	with	Mexico,	right?	But	through	that	border,	there's	many	different	people	who	enter	the
state.	And	so	I	think	for	us	at	grassroots	part	of	part	of	what	we	do,	I'm	proud	of	the	work	that	we've
embarked	on	precisely	to	recognize	intersectionality	and	how	our	different	different	identities	play
out	it	was	decided	to	define	language	together.	And	so	I	want	to	first	tell	you	a	little	bit	what
transformation	and	intersectionality	means	to	us	to	answer	your	question	and	then	just	tell	you	a
story	about	how	that	plays	out	in	our	work.	And	so	I	do	also	want	to	give	context	that	here	in	Texas,
we	have	254	counties,	and	we	have	detention	centers	in	approximately	184	of	them.	So	that's	kind	of
like	the	the	landscape	that	we're	working	with	and	so,	for	us	our	grassroots.	We	define	transformation
as	collectively	intentionally	and	conceptually	finding	ways	to	restore	dignity	and	humanity	where	it
has	been	lost	or	taken	away.	And	to	the	Find	intersectionality	we	borrow	from	Merriam	cava	and
Kimberly	Crenshaw	another	amazing	abolitionist,	who	define	intersectionality	as	what	happens	when
certain	forces	of	oppression	combine	to	create	new	ways	of	suffering,	right	and	so	while	we	certainly
talk	a	lot	about	our	identities	and	and	Latino	different	Latino	identities,	we	know	that	identities	also
depend	on	our	social	locations	and	now	they're	not	always	fixed,	maybe	the	more	they	evolve	as	we
develop	new	language.	So	I'm	gonna	tell	you	a	little	bit	about	how	we're	embracing	transformation,
particularly	in	Texas	in	the	south	with	the	Latin	X	community	is	that	for	years	we've	had	a	campaign
to	shut	down	a	detention	center,	the	hood	or	the	detention	center,	which	is	about	14	miles	north	of
Austin.	And	in	2017,	we	started	really	actively	supporting	the	women	who	were	the	tender	at	any
given	day,	there	were	about	500	women	all	recently	arrived	from	their	home	countries,	most	of	them
from	Central	America,	but	a	lot	of	it	from	Colombia	and	other	countries	as	well.	And	so	this	group	that
we	were	visiting,	the	first	thing	that	we	had	to	realize,	right	that	was	that	talking	to	them	about	just	a
policy	when	wasn't	enough,	we	have	to	be	in	radical	solidarity	with	them.	So	that	means	visiting	them
providing	money	for	commissary,	telephone,	writing	letters,	etc.	So	once	this	women	were	out,	we
were	able	to	find	help	find	a	lot	of	housing	and	provide	resources	so	they	could	stay.	A	lot	of	them
had	children	on	the	outside	or	brother	children	later	on	and	after	we	started	talking	to	them,	we	you
know,	it	was	thanks	to	them	that	we	develop	the	campaign	to	shut	down	the	detention	center.
Initially,	it	was	around	conditions	and	many	other	things.	But	once	they	were	out,	I	really	wanted	to
shut	down	this	attention	center.	And	part	of	what	we	found	through	this	group	of	women	who	share



many	identities,	many	of	them	are	clear	for	Latinas,	mothers,	sisters,	etc,	was	that	they	had	this
focus	on	healing	the	land	that	we	had	completely	missed	and	shown,	the	place	where	the	hood	of
attention	center	sits.	And	this	is,	I	think,	particularly	important	to	the	context	of	the	South	is	that	it
used	to	be	a	parking	lot	for	seasonal	farmworkers,	migrant	farm	workers,	and	they	had	bought	this
land	and	then	donated	it	to	the	Catholic	Church,	who	then	sold	it	to	CCA	for	$10.	Wow,	these	behave
and	huddle	is	actually	named	after	the	founder	one	of	the	founders	sociated	on	huddle.	And	so	once
we	embarked	on	all	that	history,	the	women	told	us	that	in	many	of	their	home	countries,	they	had
the	belief	that	the	land	remember	if	you	if	you	work	the	land	if	you	have	embarked	in	a	relationship
with	the	land	the	land	will	remember	you	and	so	for	them,	it	was	very	much	about	shutting	down	this
attention	center,	but	for	them	the	transformation	of	the	town	where	many	of	them	have	been	pushed
out	to	live	due	to	gentrification	in	Austin.	It	also	meant	that	we	had	to	find	ways	of	healing	the	land
and	so	the	server	campaign	that	they	embarked	on	which	again,	it's	in	rural	Texas,	in	a	very
conservative	part	of	Texas,	was	that	we	actually	went	canvassing	the	town	and	we	asked	people	if
you	could	have	anything	in	that	land	whether	the	tension	center	sits	like	what	would	you	have	and
they	told	us	we	would	have	a	trauma	center	a	playground	for	children	and	many	other	things	that
they	might	add	them	together.	And	so	I	think	for	us,	we	really	believe	that	the	process	of
transformation	particularly	in	rural	spaces,	or	like	in	small	towns	across	really	begins	with	ourselves
and	calling	them	ancestral	knowledge,	ways	of	being	and	caring	for	each	other.	And	then	figuring	out
what	transformation	of	full	communities	and	wholesome	communities	can	look	like.

33:22
You	just	define	power	and	in	a	beautiful,	beautiful	way	and	yes

33:34
it's	amazing.	I	want	to	stick	with	you,	Claudia,	and	then	go	to	Carmen	and	Stephanie,	because	I	do
think	you	just	spoke	about	it	beautifully	around	what	intersectionality	actually	is	right	it	is.	It's	LGBTQ
it	is	people	of	all	ages.	It's	family	families,	its	structure	its	land.	And	so	I	guess	I	want	to	find	out	from
you.	I	look	and	I	think	about	you	know	my	policy	lenses	education,	we	know	there's	health	care	there
are	all	these	are	you	is	there	any	Are	you	seeing	ways	of	creating	intersectionality	across	other
disciplines	or	other?	I	don't	want	to	use	the	term	safety	nets,	but	you	know,	other	areas	of	safety
nets.	Could	you	share	some	of	that	you	touched	on	some	of	it	a	little	bit	about	rural	versus	urban,	you
know	that	that's	the	but	I'm	really	very	interested	in	like	these	power	and	movement	discussions	or
policymakers	hearing	about	it.	Right.	And	how	are	you	finding	spaces	for	them	to	do	that	knowing	full
well,	sometimes	government	and	people	two	different	things	right.	So	we'd	love	to	hear	that?	Sure.
Absolutely.	So

34:40
I	mean,	again,	a	grassroots	we	mostly	focus	on	criminal	justice	and	immigration	that's	tied	to	issues
that	we	bridge	together	and	I	should	probably	talk	about	that	as	well.	But	um,	but	I	think	that's	that's
one	one	area	where	particularly	in	Texas,	you	know,	Texas	has	been	perfecting	for	the	worse	the
criminal	justice	system	here	for	years.	Every	two	years	our	state	legislature	meets	and	they	pass	all
this	horrible	bills	that	aim	to	perfect	it	for	the	worse.	And	what	we're	seeing	is	that	a	lot	of	what's
happened,	right	because	not	only	are	we	transforming	and	adapting	systems	that	oppress	us	are
doing	that	as	well	and	we	have	to	be	able	to	keep	up	with	them.	And	I	think	what	we're	seeing	and



what	we've	seen	is	that	because	the	criminal	justice	system	has	been	adapted	in	such	a	horrible	way
through	surveillance,	like	lacking	cash,	bail,	and	many	other	things,	it	can	now	be	weaponized	very
effectively	against	any	group	of	people	and	we've	seen	that	with	migrants	through	Operation	Lone
Star	part	of	our	answer	to	that	has	been	being	really	intentional.	As	I	mentioned,	grassroots.	You
know,	we're	directly	impacted	and	my	co	director	I	met	she	was	incarcerated	for	20	years.	I	was
undocumented	for	20	years,	and	we've	been	really	intentional	about	having	conversation	moving
through	healthy	conflict	to	make	sure	that	we	are	actually	approaching	the	criminal	justice	system
from	both	ends	and	not	just	as	an	afterthought,	right.	So	we	don't	say	like,	migrants	are	criminalized
we	say	everybody's	criminal	life	and	that	affects	migrants	as	well.	And	so	for	instance,	as	Operation
lobster	has	developed,	but	really,	you	know,	part	of	what	that	does	is	that	it	pushes	you	It	forces	you
and	this	is	why	I	believe	that	taxes	even	though	it's	being	used	as	a	laboratory	for	many	horrible
things,	it	can	also	be	a	laboratory	if	it	will	resource	you	know	to	be	a	beautiful	creative,	like	full	of	joy
and	culture	and	creativity.	Because	we	have	been	pushed	to	those	to	those	edges	through	the
criminal	justice	system.	And	so,	I	think,	you	know,	for	us,	it's	very	important	when	we're	working	on
policy,	whether	it's	at	the	local	state	level	that	we	that	we've	merged,	and	we	inform	them	we	do
political	education	with	our	migrant	base	and	with	our	formerly	incarcerated	base	of	members	so	that
they	know	how	this	is	affecting	each	other.	And	what	I'll	bring	it	back	to	the	group	that	I	was	talking
about	McKenna	is	the	cello	and	as	because	for	the	past	three	years,	so	Travis	County,	which	is	where
Austin	is	located.	Has	this	10	year	master	plan	for	new	carceral	entities	so	like	courts,	new	jails,	etc.
So	for	the	past	three	years,	we've	been	fighting	against	the	women's	jail,	and	every	year	we	have	to,
like,	take	everything	we	have	and	put	it	against	this	women's	jail.	So	this	last	year,	we	had	a	huge
load	as	we're	fighting	to	shut	down	the	detention	center,	we're	pretty	engaged	in	shutting	down	then
the	construction	of	the	new	women's	jail	because	they	they	understood,	right	because	we've	done	a
lot	of	work	around	criminalization.	They	understood	that	this	place	was	just	a	new	hadow	with	a
different	face.	And	so	I	think	both	you	know,	we	do	a	lot	of	intentional	work	to	merge	identities	but
also	because	of	the	way	the	fate	is	adapting	to	give	us	an	intersection	of	AI	we	have	no	choice	but	to
adapt	as	well.

38:05
So	calm.	You've	used	the	word	for	the	first	time	I've	ever	heard	it.	criminate	crit	criminalization.	Wait,
am	I	saying	it?	I'll	say	it	for	me?	Yes.	And	you	know,	it's	a	it's	real	and	valid,	really	rather	crushing.
And	really	just	want	to	hear	from	you.	Some	are	only	around	just	the	impact.	Not	only	it	doesn't,
again,	it's	really	tied	to	public	policy,	but	we're	really	we	see	criminalization	is	really	like	the	forefront.
But	I'd	love	to	hear	from	you	on	that	on	healthcare	and	any	piece	of	education	would	really	welcome
hearing	your	thoughts	on	that.

38:49
Yeah.	So,	you	know,	at	our	organization	with	a	lot	of	the	partners	that	we	work	with,	we	view
immigration	as	an	inherently	intersectional	issue,	not	just	because	the	folks	at	the	forefront	are
generally	women,	queer,	young	folks	and	mothers.	But	because	the	the	reason	why	so	many	of	the
individuals	in	our	communities	are	facing	deportations	now	is	because	of	the	intersectional	nature	at
which	they've,	at	every	point	been	systematically	sort	of	funneled	into	the	deportation	system.	So	we
generally	like	to	think	about	it	as	a	sort	of,	you	know,	education	to,	you	know,	prison	to	deportation
pipeline,	particularly	in	the	90s.	And	you	know,	when	we	look	at	refugee	populations	from	Southeast
Asia	and	why	there's	such	an	uptake,	you	know,	part	of	it	has	to	do	with	the	fact	that	in	the	90s,	they
cut	access	to	public	benefits	for,	you	know,	for	immigrants	and	for	other	particular	other



communities.	They	made,	you	know,	tough	on	crime	laws.	The	war	on	drugs,	you	know,
disproportionately	impacted	black	and	brown	and	other	minority	communities.	And	that's	basically
funneled	them	into	the	deportation	system.	So,	you	know,	for	Southeast	Asian	populations,	the	things
that	we've	seen	are	individuals	who	have	been,	you	know,	historically	unable	to	access	health	or
mental	health	care	to	address	the,	you	know,	severe	mental	health	issues	and	traumas	that	they
face.	You	know,	we	have	stories	of,	you	know,	elderly	individuals	who	for	years	never	knew	that	they
were	going	through	trauma	despite	the	fact	that	they've	been	tortured,	that	their	children	were	killed
in	front	of	them	that	their	husbands	were	killed	in	front	of	them	that	they	weren't	the	head	of	a	single
family	household	and	we're	also	facing	alcohol	dependency	issues,	to	deal	with	their	trauma	but
never	was	able	to	address	it	and	that	also	trickles	to	the	children	that	they	have	brought	with	them.
When	they	were	escaping	from	their	countries	of	origin.	You	know,	some	of	the	individuals	we	worked
with	when	they	were	young	people	in	schools,	they	had	severe	PTSD	and	constant	nightmares,	but
instead	they	were,	you	know,	funneled	into	a	shoe	I	can't	even	remember	the	word	now,	but	they
were	funneled	into	special	education	courses	instead	of	trying	to	address	the	mental	health	issues
that	they	were	facing.	And	you	know,	that	in	addition	to	living	in	over	policed	neighborhoods,
oftentimes	led	them	to	being	you	know,	coming	into	contact	with	the	criminal	legal	system.	Just
talking	about	Asian	Americans	and	Pacific	Islanders	alone,	there	was	a	700%	increase	in,	you	know,
the	Asian	prisoner	population,	we	tween	the	70s	and	the	90s.	And	then	we	also	know	that	Southeast
Asian	youth	are	more	than	over	twice	as	likely	to	be	tried	as	an	adult	compared	to	white	youth	who
committed,	you	know,	similar	who	had	similar	convictions.	That's	sort	of	all	led	to	the	crisis	that	we
see	within	that	particular	community	around	deportations	related	to	the	criminal	legal	system	today
or	referred	to	as	immigration.	But	I	think	for	us,	you	know,	it	runs	the	gamut,	like,	you	know,	for
Burmese	and	Korean	populations	that	recently	immigrated	and	are	trying	to	get	a	high	school
diploma,	they	constantly	face	educational	hurdles,	or,	you	know,	for	folks	who	are	the	primary
caregivers	of	their	elderly	parents,	but	are	facing	deportation	right	now,	you	know,	if	they're	removed
their	household	spirals	into,	you	know,	you	know,	they	would	face	severe	housing,	food	and	economic
instability,	or	the	fact	that	you	know,	again,	you	know,	a	lot	of	Southeast	Asian	refugees	just	have
general,	you	know,	barriers	to	accessing	health	care	and	mental	health	access	because	of	costs,
because	of	the	lack	of	wingless	access,	the	lack	of	providers	all	contributing	to,	you	know,	generally
economic	instability.	You	know,	for	two	years	there	was	an	ethnic	immigration	ban	on	Laos	that	no
one	really	talked	about.	And	you	know,	that	prevented	a	significant	number	of	Hmong	and	Laotian
households	from	being	able	to	bring	over	their	spouses,	their	family	members	to	help	contribute	to
the	sort	of	economic	income	of	their	house	or	to	take	care	of	the	elderly.	Parents	while	the	main
caregiver	was	was	going	to	work.	So,	you	know,	for	us,	immigration	is	inherently	intersectional	it	is
something	that,	you	know,	we	continue	to	have	to,	you	know,	talk	about	in	an	intersectional	way,
because	for	refugee	communities,	it's	about	healing	these	communities,	so	that	they	can	you	know,
thrive	when	they	are	resettled	here	rather	than	just	sort	of	being	dumped	into	us.

43:33
Thank	you	for	that.	Stephanie.	Love	to	hear	from	you.

43:36
Sure.	And	let	me	just	appreciate	what	you're	both	saying	and	and	let	me	use	the	example	of	the
shutdown	or	win	campaign	to	to	kind	of	get	at	some	of	these	elements	and	just	really	excited	to	make
these	connections	with	what	y'all	are	doing	as	well.	So	it	started	with	COVID.	And	so	we've	been
looking	at	these	detention	centers	privately	owned,	so	many	mix	and	match	with	the	county	the



Homeland	Security	and	ICE	and	these	private	prison.	Groups,	mostly	out	of	Texas,	Louisiana	and	the
GEO	Group,	etc.	This	was	le	sol.	So	we	started	doing	interviews	and	I	want	to	lift	up	the	vision	and
strategy	of	our	Director	of	Legal	and	advocacy	as	a	Shasha	has	been	an	incredible	immigrant	rights,
defender	and	human	rights	lawyer	and	attorney	works	with	us	and	says,	set	the	vision	to	really	shut
down	every	detention	center	in	Georgia,	and	we've	got	two	out	of	five	so	we're	excited	that	we've
been	able	to	even

44:40
have	this	like	ready	to	go	I	was	like,	wow,	let's	take	a	book	like	this	was	a	great	victory,	but	she's
she's	on	it.	She's	on	a	mission.	So	the	our	senior	staff	attorney	was	doing	these	interviews	and	finding
out	about	COVID	neglect,	and	the	lack	of	masks	the	lack	of	medical	attention,	and	what	happened
was	a	black	nurse	who	works	there	and	like	folks	have	said,	these	ice	prisons	and	detention	centers
are	in	economically	distressed	areas,	which	could	be	described	as	the	entire	south	and	the	US,	but	in
rural	areas	particularly.	And	so	the	workers	were	also	at	risk.	And	so	don	Wooten	who	stepped
forward	and	did	as	a	whistleblower	and	call	this	out,	also	exposed	the	forced	sterilizations	and
gynecological	procedures	that	were	happening	to	these	incarcerated	women	that	blew	this	thing
open.	And	so	all	of	a	sudden,	we	were	having	major	attention	from	all	different	places.	And	we	were
able	to	get	an	organizing	plan	in	place	very	quickly,	because	of	the	regional	multi	cross	frontline	work
that	we	already	do	is	project	south	with	our	southern	partners.	And	we	were	able	to	move	very
quickly	and	I	do	just	want	to	shout	out	Sheila	Jackson	Lee,	who	came	down	as	a	representative	from
Houston,	who	came	down	with	a	huge	delegation,	and	toward	Irwin,	as	this	thing	blew	open.	And	they
started	to	use	the	term	ice	prisons	even	before	we	were	confident	to	do	that,	you	know,	calling	them
detention	centers	making	those	connections	and	trying	to	draw	this	criminalization	frontline	together,
but	they	started	calling	so	we	just	moved	on	that	and	they	passed	a	House	Resolution,	we	were	able
to	move	quickly.	But	the	organizing	part	that	I	think	is	exciting	and	to	me	shows	why	the	victory
happened	was	because	we	saw	immediately	as	anyone	could	we	were	able	to	move	on	it.	How	this
one	particular	situation	blew	open	every	almost	every	frontline	you	could	think	of	the	reproductive
justice	crew	had	to	come	in	we	had	to	bring	in	women's	rights	groups.	We	had	to	think	about	workers
rights	groups,	labor	protections,	and	so	forth.	Health	care,	obviously	the	prison	systems	and	folks
working	on	police	and	prisons.	And	so	we	developed	a	five	point	platform.	So	it's	one	thing	to	pull
folks	together	and	then	it's	another	to	move	together	to	make	things	happen	at	a	legislative,	legal
and	grassroots	level.	Right.	So	the	five	point	platform,	I	think	really	shows	the	work	that	it	takes	to	do
this,	break	the	pipelines.	And	so	that's	addressing	the	ICE	raids	that	were	happening	at	the	local	level
the	racial	profiling	and	stopping	those	we	work	with	an	amazing	group	Georgia	Latino	alliance	for
human	rights.	They	are	they	are	breaking	that	pipeline	and	shutting	that	down.	In	in	so	many	parts
across	Georgia	incredible	group.	Close	the	cages,	shut	these	things	down,	get	these	detention	centers
done	and	call	them	the	ice	prisons	that	they	are	free.	The	people	make	the	connection	with	this
overwhelming	and	exciting	rise	in	abolition	organizing,	tie	it	to	with	folks	that	are	working	on
militarization	and	police.	The	fourth	tell	the	truth	involve	the	global	community	these	are	cross	border
issues.	We're	talking	about	a	global	community	that	should	and	is	outraged	that	when	immigrants	are
either	forced	or	choose	to	come	to	this	country	are	being	treated	in	this	way	in	not	just	to	be	put	in
detention	centers,	but	then	to	be	abused	so	horrifically	in	those	prisons	and	detention	centers.	So
let's	get	on	the	international	stage.	Let's	do	some	truth	and	reconciliation	at	a	global	level.	Let's	start
talking	about	this.	And	so	that's	definitely	that's	number	four,	and	the	fifth	is	repair	the	harm.	So
break	the	pipeline's	close	the	cages	free	the	people	tell	the	truth	and	repair	the	harm.	repairing	the
harm	means	actually	working	with	the	women	to	provide	emotional	and	physical	support.	Also
thinking	about	the	land	and	the	economics,	how	do	we	repair	what's	been	torn	apart?	Even	when	we
are	able	to	shut	down	these	detention	centers?	Where	do	the	workers	go?	How	do	we	provide
economic	alternatives	that	are	about	building	communities	instead	of	detain	and	incarcerating	them?



So	pulling	folks	together	that	I	feel	like	that	example,	as	an	organizer	as	a	movement	builder	and
connecting	so	many	different	communities	and	leaders	together	with	a	comprehensive	plan?	That's
what	we	were	able	to	do	to	be	able	to	win.	And	we're	going	to	continue	to	take	that	forward	because
one	thing	to	think	about	is	the	counter	attack	the	backlash	that	happens	when	we	do	when	and	what
we're	seeing	specifically	in	Georgia	is	probably	the	nation's	largest	ice	prison	happening	to	is	going	to
be	built	in	Folkston.	So	there,	what	was	has	been	about	750	bed	capacity	is	about	to	go	to	over	3000
so	that	in	so	we've	shut	them	down,	but	they're	growing	and	expanding.	That's	a	trend	we're
probably	going	to	see	across	the	south	and	across	the	country	to	consolidate	and	distance	people
from	their	support	systems.	It's	super	rural,	it's	five	hours	from	Atlanta,	it's	going	to	be	much	harder
to	fight,	but	we're	going	to	continue	to	fight	them.	And	using	these	cross	movement	Cross	Community
strategies.	We	think	we	can	win	and	shut	down	ice	prisons	everywhere	and	connect	with	our	partners
across	the	south.	To	do	the	same	and	work	together.

50:07
Thank	you	so	much	for	that,	Stephanie.	I'm	going	to	ask	one	more	question	before	I	open	it	up	to	the
audience.	So	please	start	thinking	your	questions.	I've	already	got	a	question.	We	touched	a	little	bit
on	urban	versus	rural	and	Stephanie	just	really	outlined	it	as	as	an	isolation	measure,	in	a	sense,
right.	The	wraparound	services	are	usually	where	your	family	is	a	family	is	usually	where	the	work	is
or	work	sometimes	usually	is	where	urban	areas	are	and	I'm	wondering,	do	you	do	each	of	you	each
of	your	organizations	have	complementary	tactics	for	urban	and	rural	or	are	they	separate	tactics	for
addressing	urban	and	rural?	Let	me	start	with	you,	Claudia.

50:52
Yeah,	no,	that's	a	great	question.	We	have	different	tactics.	And	we	kind	of	found	out	you	know,	the
hard	way	because	when	we	started	going	into	Taylor,	Texas	to	organize	with	Austin	tactics,	it	was
very	different.	I	mean,	in	Taylor,	Texas,	people	were	showing	up	to	Commissioner's	court.	And	they
knew	the	commissioner	because	they	went	to	like	kindergarten	together	and	they	wanted	the	pothole
to	be	fixed	outside	of	their	house.	I	mean,	it's	just	very	different.	Different	ways	of	doing	things	of
talking	about	things.	People	usually	know	each	other,	they're	smaller	communities.	A	lot	of	them	do
depend,	you	know,	had	been	like,	made	dependent	on	this.	Facilities	for	survival.	And	so	that's	that's
part	of	why	we	had	to	like	go	talk	to	people	one	on	one	acknowledge	that	a	lot	of	our	people	are,	you
know,	being	displaced	and	moving	into	these	communities	now,	but	we	had	to	actually	go	into	the
community	not	to	organize	them	but	to	actually	build	relationships	get	to	know	them,	like	know	what
they	care	about	what	they	need,	and	so	it's	very	different	for	us.	You	know,	in	Texas,	I	think	that	we
did	a	really	small	internal	study	about	the	percentage	of	people	that	live	in	rural	and	suburban	areas
versus	metro	areas,	and	I	mean,	urban	and	suburban	areas	in	places	like	Dallas	and	Houston	and
Austin	are	much	larger	than	the	actual	metro	areas.	And	so	the	economists	are	different	you	know,
the	culture	is	different.	So	it's,	it's	very	different	for	us.	But	I	think	what	we	say	we're	always	married
to	values,	never	to	strategies	or	tactics	to	be	able	to	like	be	nimble	and	move	through	the	work.

52:22
That's	how	it	shows	up.



52:24
Calm.	What	are	your	thoughts?

52:26
Yeah,	I	mean,	I	can't	say	that	we	have	a	very	small	world	versus	urban	organizing	plan	yet,	but	I
mean,	right	now,	will	we	have	recognizes	that	there	is	a	significant	relatively	significant	population
growth	in	rural	areas	amongst	Asian	Americans	in	places	like	Tennessee,	Oklahoma,	Georgia,	Texas.
Louisiana.	And	you	know,	I	think	one	of	the	things	that	we're	noticing	is,	you	know,	a	lot	of	these	folks
are	oftentimes	in	sort	of	different	industries.	Mostly	in	places	like	manufacturing,	farming	and	fishing
in	places	like	Louisiana.	And	so	you	know,	the	the	ways	that	we	are	and	our	partners	have	looked	at
approaching	the	issues	are	a	little	bit	different.	I	mean,	think	in	Louisiana,	our	partners	have
approaches	as	have	tried	to	organize	folks,	you	know,	based	on	environmental	issues	and	the	rights
of	or	previously	the	rights	of	Vietnamese	and	other	migrant	communities	to,	to	fish	in	the	region.	So,
you	know,	I	think	we're	still	trying	to	figure	out	I	think	there's	a	very	different	approach,	when	the
daily	pressures	that	they	face	on	about,	you	know,	are	a	little	bit	different.	So	for	example,	in	places
like	Oklahoma,	some	of	the	Hmong	farmers,	you	know,	oftentimes	are	facing,	you	know,	pressure
from,	you	know,	Tyson	or	other,	you	know,	corporate	meat	industries,	because	a	lot	of	them	are
chicken	farmers,	for	example.	So	it's	just	a	different	way	of	going	about	it	and	sort	of	thinking	through
like,	how	do	we	how	do	we	actually	get	to	them	and	talk	to	them	in	a	way	that	sort	of	resonates	with
their	daily	lived	experiences?

54:03
Sounds	good.	70?	Sure.

54:06
I	mean,	I	think,	to	me,	I	would	say	it's	about	the	ground	game,	no	matter	whether	it's	an	urban
neighborhood	or	a	rural	area.	Do	you	have	relationships	do	you	have	partnerships	there?	Is	there
organizing	that	can	connect	to	what's	to	those	daily	pressures	and	what's	really	happening	there	and
to	the	the	decision	makers	like	Claudio,	saying,	like,	they're	having	those	relationships,	we're	not
going	to	always	be	able	to	do	that	from	Atlanta,	but	if	we	have	partnerships	with	folks	than	we	can	So
for	our	example,	the	southwest	Georgia	project	is	a	long	term	been	there	for	so	long,	surely.	Suraj
Charles	Surat	bass,	they're	not	not	more	than	an	hour	from	the	Irwin	County	Detention	Center,	that
they	have	1000	acres	of	a	black	LED	agricultural	project	that	can	be	an	economic	alternative.	When
we	shut	down	the	detention	center	that's	harming	so	many	people,	we're	going	to	have	to	first
counter	the	division,	the	types	of	manipulated	divisions	that	happen	around	communities,	but	it
doesn't	take	that	long	to	understand	that	these	four	sterilizations	are	part	of	a	long	legacy	that	we're
all	fighting	and	so	we	come	together	and	establish	those	partnerships	within	a	strategy.	So	it's	not
theoretical,	it's	not	it's	not	just	for	the	forum,	it's	to	actually	provide	some	level	of	support	connection,
so	an	active	solidarity	across	spaces	so	if	we're	fighting	at	the	Capitol,	or	we're	having	these	types	of
we're	you	know,	taking	ice	we're	doing	a	got	a	legal	suit	against	ice	because	of	these	forced
sterilization.	So	working	with	the	women,	their	families	cross	border,	because	so	many	have	been
deported	or	by	retaliation,	not	released	as	we	hoped,	but	you	know,	transferred	and	moved	around
the	South.	So	we	continue	to	do	that	fight,	but	we	have	to	rely	on	those	partnerships.	So	the	the	rural
aspects,	understanding	that	context,	working	with	people	like	Glar	they	have	defense	committees	all



over	the	state	of	Georgia,	other	groups	that	work	in	rural	areas,	that's	that's	how	we	can	make	sure
that	we're	not	leaving	anyone	out	or	not	utilizing	or	taking	advantage	of	multiple	capacities	and
strengths	from	the	rural	areas.

56:18
Perfect.	We	want	to	open	it	up	to	questions.	Anyone	have	any	questions?	Morning,	everyone,

56:31
my	new	window	see	me	this	Ford	Foundation.	She	her.	Can	you	talk	a	little	bit	about	the	role	of	young
people	in	the	work	that	you're	leading	and	what	are	some	of	the	supports	that	youth	need	to
strengthen	their	leadership	and	organizing?

56:46
Good	like	start	Oh,	you	want	me	to	assign

56:56
you	know	for,	for	at	least	for	the	Southeast	Asian	refugee	population.	Young	folks	are	at	the	forefront
of	the	immigration	work.	A	lot	of	this	has	to	do	with	a	better	understanding	of	the	political	process
and	a	better	grasp	on	on	English	but	you	know,	a	lot	of	the	the	anti	deportation	work	that	we've	seen
in	our	communities	have	been	because	of	young	folks	who	oftentimes	do	it	in	coordination	with	anti
racist	and	you	know,	queer	rights	activism.	And	you	know,	our	partners	in	places	like	in	Louisiana,	the
the	organization	in	valeur	is	almost	entirely	run	by	young	people.	In	places	like	Rhode	Island,	you
know,	young	folks	made	up	make	up	a	significant	component	of	the	organizations	at	the	Providence
youth	student	movement	or	you	know,	arise.	And,	you	know,	for	us,	you	know,	we	it's	not	just	that
they	have	a	better	grasp	of	the	language	or	the	process,	but	because	there	are	unique	ways	that
youth	are	specifically	impacted	by	it,	you	know,	our	partners	did	a	report	in	2012,	I	believe,	called	the
queer	Southeast	Asian	youth	census.	And	one	of	the	things	that	they	found	was	that	immigrant
immigration	and	deportation	was	a	significant	stressor	for	a	number	of	Southeast	Asian	youth,
because	they	were	concerned	that	their	loved	ones	were	going	to	be	deported	and	because	we	view
family	as	not	just	a	nuclear	family,	but	sort	of	a	broader	family,	you	know,	the	concerns	about	the
your	uncle	or	your,	you	know,	your	cousin	being	deported,	you	know,	places	significant	pressure	on
young	folks.	And	so,	you	know,	our	work	and	our	movement	have	been	spearheaded	by	young
people,	and	oftentimes	they're	at	the	center	of	you	know,	of	how	we	create	and	identify	solutions	for
our	work	and	how	we	need	to	address	immigration,	such	as	decoupling,	you	know,	the	criminal	legal
system	completely	from	the	immigration	system.

59:01
Thank	you	for	that.	I	saw	another	question	back	here	somewhere.	Yes.	No.	I	thought,	Okay,	I'm	seeing
things.	Quality	or	Stephanie,	do	you	want	to	address	the	question	about	youth?



59:18
Sure.	Um,	so	for	us,	we	don't	have	a	specific	youth	program.	But	we	do.	A	lot	of	the	people	that	we
work	with	have	been	detained	with	their	children.	And	so	we,	for	instance,	for	eyesight	of	Austin,
which	is	one	of	the	base	member	groups	under	the	umbrella	of	grassroots,	we	start	every	monthly
meeting	with	an	art	activity	that	both	parents	and	children	can,	can	participate	in	together.	And,	you
know,	we	offer	child	care	for	every	meeting,	but	those	are	very,	like	art	and	culture	based.	And	so	we
work	with	youth	and	children	through	more	of	like	a	healing	relationship	lens.	And	then	we	do	partner
with	groups	that	you	know,	it	takes	a	very	specific	skill	set	and	resources	and	everything	to	work	with
your	friends.	So	there	are	groups	that	use	REITs,	Texas,	in	Austin	that	work	with,	you	know,	with
youth	and	so	we	partner	with	groups	that	do	that.	And	then	in	our	own	space,	we	just,	you	know,
we're	very	aware	of	it.	We're	very	aware	of	the	relationship	and	and	sort	of	what	happens	then	do
what	we	can	through	art	and	culture.

1:00:22
separately.	Yeah,	and	I	mean,	really	just	looking	at	where	those	front	lines	cross,	and	it's	in	schools,
oftentimes,	so	especially	high	schools	and	young	people	and	we	had	to	contend	with	a	piece	of
legislation	a	few	years	ago	that	was	going	to	increase	data	collection	and	surveillance	in	high	schools,
particularly	targeting	and	pulling	out	and	incarcerating	folks	with	immigration	status	questions,	but	it
was	also	a	way	to	target	black	youth	and	pull	folks	out	and	incarcerated	people.	So	that	racial
profiling	sort	of	trend	was	starting	to	show	up	in	multiple	ways.	And	so	we	were	able	to	because
project	south	has	a	long	history	of	organizing	what	young	people	and	by	young	people,	we	are	used,
we	mean	13	to	18,	like	high	school	aged	and	Emery	right	who's	my	co	director	is	a	youth	worker	with
that	set	of	skills	that	is	very	specific	and	very	beautiful	and	amazing	to	watch	and	learn	from	and	so
we	were	able	to	work	with	the	high	school	young	people	to	fight	it	and	to	go	up	against	and	we	won
and	I'm	gonna	keep	saying	the	movement	victories	because	we	have	so	few	but	we	were	able	to
defeat	Senate	Bill	15	A	couple	years	ago,	and	and	that	was	also	this	cross	community,	you	know,
effort.	But	young	people	were	a	big	part	of	that	and	doing	the	education	to	talk	not	just	about	the,
you	know,	walking	in	and	all	the	metal	detectors	and	so	forth.	But	this	other	way	this	this	newer,
these	new	technologies	of	surveillance,	and	what	that	means	for	our	young	people	has	to	be	part	of
the	conversation	as	well.	So	definitely,	deaf	schools	are	definitely	a	new	frontline	and	the	Immigrant
Justice	fight,

1:01:57
not	have	a	question.	I'll	try	to	project	Thank	you.	Good	morning,	everybody.	Megan	Thomas,	with
Catalyst	at	San	Diego	and	Imperial	Counties	in	California	where	the	regional	Association	used	to	be
San	Diego	grant	makers.	Thank	you,	and	we're	talking	about	movements	and	I	want	to	ask	a	little	bit
about	not	just	like	intersectional	intersectionality	around	issues,	but	when	I	think	about	big	systemic
change,	and	looking	at	working	with	grassroots	organizations,	and	then	larger,	more	institutionalized,
professionalized	resourced	organizations,	and	then	in	some	cases,	working	with	the	institutions	that
have	in	many	ways,	10	communities	historically,	even	today,	and	I'm	going	to	include	the	funding
community	in	that	plus,	you	know,	having	to	work	sometimes	with	some	of	those	governmental
entities.	How	do	you	build	the	trust	that's	necessary	to	get	everybody	in	the	room?	From	like,	all	ends
of	the	spectrum	of	doing	this	work	to	be	able	to	move	forward	together?	Can	I	add	to	Stephanie's
question,	so	how	do	you	build	the	trust	and	what	would	you	like	to	Stephanie's	point	you're	in	a	room



of,	you	know,	this	is	a	learning	community	that	juicer	has,	but	it's	a	philanthropic	community?	Well,
how	would	you	build	a	trust?	And	what	would	you	like	to	tell	the	philanthropic	community	let's	let's
use	that	as	our	closing	question,	Stephanie,	you	want	to	start	and	then	we're	working	with

1:03:30
so	sure	I	mean,	time,	time	is	the	number	one	answer	is	like	all	I	can	think	like	that	is	what	is	required
to	build	political	trust	across	communities	across	institutions	to	contend	with	some	of	that	harm,	to
engage	it	and	move	forward	and	reconcile	and	so	forth.	And	so	I	think	it's	not	a	new	ask,	but	to	the
philanthropic	community,	long	term	infrastructure	building	has	got	to	be	a	priority.	It's	got	to	feel	like
the	urgency	of	a	crisis.	Because	if	it	if	we	contribute	and	move	funds	the	way	we	do	in	a	in	an
immediate	disaster,	if	we	moved	that	yearly,	annually	over	many	sets	of	years,	decades,	if	those
strategies	were	really	built	into	a	sustainable	plan,	we	can	build	that	trust	on	the	ground.	We	can
build	the	ground	game	that	we're	talking	about	in	the	rural	areas,	because	it's	talked	about	the	trust
building	and	the	necessity	to	see	each	other	at	work.	That's	how	trust	is	built	in	any	way.	And	so	the
other	ask,	I	think,	too,	is	we	are	about	to,	I	mean,	we	have	been	facing	down	amazing	and	immense
crises	and	we	know	and	y'all	know	it	is	going	to	get	worse.	And	we	need	fierce	allies	in	the
philanthropic	community	to	take	risks	with	us	to	really	MIPCOM	outside	the	box.	I	appreciate	these
types	of	spaces,	because	we	know	that	but	let's	support	each	other	to	do	it.	Let's	build	trust	here	so
that	we	can	partner	and	subvert	some	of	that	where	we're	you	know,	that	I	think,	in	the	COVID	crisis,
we	were	able	to,	you	know,	move	back	a	little	bit	not	so	much	reporting,	you	know,	a	little	a	little	bit
more	multi	year.	general	operating	support,	we	know	y'all	are	working,	so	let's	just	keep	going.	But
let's	let's,	let's	expand	that.	And	think	about	the	next	five	to	10	years	to	build	that	long	term
infrastructure.	And	let's	go	global	let's	be	thinking	about	because	that	takes	resources,	to	have
exchanges	to	build	that	kind	of	trust	to	build	with	movements	in	other	parts	of	the	world.	We	need	it.
We	want	it	there's	a	political	will	there.	But	there's	resources	needed	to	make	that	happen.	And	I
think	that	if	we	are	aware	that	groups	like	Project	south	and	like	others	that	may	not	come	to	mind
immediately	as	a	global	possibilities.	I	think	that	we	could	really	expand	how	we're	doing	movement
and	systemic	change	over	the	next	few	years.	And	fighting	off	the	types	of	heightened	attacks	that
we're	going	to	see	on	our	communities.	So	front	loading	and	preparing	for	those	attacks	and	building
those	relationships	before	they	come	is	going	to	help	us	be	able	to	respond	and	potentially	even
prevent	some.	So	those	are	my

1:06:29
asks.	Thank	you	so	much	for	that	what	are	your	thoughts?	I	feel	like	it's	incredibly	difficult	to	follow
Stephanie.	I	you	know,	I	think	for	us,	in	addition	to	spending	time	and	to	develop	those	relationships,
part	of	it	is	recognizing	and	respecting	the	expertise	of	our	local	partners.	I	think,	you	know,	it's	one
thing	for	us	to	say	as	a	DC	based	organization	that	we	have	a	thorough	statistical	understanding	of
our	communities	and	the	experiences	that	they	go	through,	but	it's	another	thing	for	our	partners	in
places	like	North	Carolina,	and	in	Georgia	to	tell	us	you	know,	about	the	very	specific	experiences	of
the	communities	there	and,	you	know,	for	us	to	be	able	to	respect	not	only	the	solutions	they	present,
but	the	ways	in	which	they	want	to	organize	and	you	know,	and	the	the	impact	that	it	has,	even	if
there	isn't	a	short	term	delivery,	you	know,	connected	with	it.	I	think	the	other	thing	that	we	have
been	specifically	looking	into	is	also	designating	lanes	and	roles	in	order	to	coordinate	expertise	and
relationships	to	sort	of	maximize	the	ways	that	we're	able	to	engage	with	each	other	and	who	we	can
bring	into	the	room	via	government,	you	know,	government	entities	or	philanthropists.	You	know,	I
think,	you	know,	one	of	the	assets	that	we	often	get	from,	you	know,	our	partners	or	specifically	our



smaller	partners	is	always	about	money.	And	the	reality	is	that	Asian	American	and	Pacific	Islander
organizations	get	2%	of	all	philanthropic	dollars.	And,	you	know,	for	ethnic	specific	organizations,	they
get	a	sliver	of	a	sliver	of	those	funds	and	it's	incredibly	difficult	to	you	know,	have	them	lean	into	the
power	when	they	can't	keep	the	lights	on	when	a	$5,000	sub	brand	from	our	organization	is	helping
them	keep	or	maintain	their	staff	during	the	pandemic,	you	know,	and	the	reality	is	that,	you	know,
we	want	more	Asian	American	voices	in	here,	but	there	just	isn't	enough.	There.	There	isn't	a	strong
enough	relationship	between	the	smaller	organizations	in	some	states	and	the	sort	of	philanthropic
organizations	that	are	doing	this	work	and	so	you	know,	for	for	us	a	really	basic	ask	is	really	you
know,	is	really,	you	know,	during	Asian	Pacific	American	Heritage	Month,	that	the	philanthropic
community	should	be	engaging	with	the	broader	Asian	American	and	Pacific	Islander	nonprofit
organizations	that	are	looking	to	do	some	original	work	and	really,	you	know,	have	a	deeper
conversation	about	how	do	you	you	know,	fund	and	invest	in	power	building	in	these,	you	know,
immigrant	and	refugee	led	organizations	so	that	they	can	not	only	show	up	their	communities,	but
make	sure	that	they're,	you	know,	part	of	the	broader	immigration.	I	think	it's	a	simple	ask,	but	I	think
it's	one	that	we	don't	see	enough	of,	thank	you	for	that.	At	the	final	word,	yeah.

1:09:39
Thank	you.	I	love	this	question.	I	was	just	telling	Angie	today	if	I	go	thank	you	for	never	given	up	on
Texas	and	an	OS.	I've	been	on	ng	since	the	IRC	base	and	you	know,	a	lot	of	fights	but	I	don't	think	it's
trust.	And	I	think	I	love	this	concept	to	have	like	risking	it	all	with	us	because	honestly,	like	living	here,
living	in	the	South	living	in	Texas,	like	queer	formerly	undocumented	women	of	color	is	a	risk	every
day	and	it's	a	risk	that	we	our	communities,	like	take,	you	know,	to	care	for	each	other	to	find	ways	of
being	with	each	other.	And	so	it	is	taken	that	diverse	together.	And	it	is	also	acknowledging	that	we
don't	always	want	to	just	organize	that	of	crisis	or	survival,	right.	I	think	as	movement	we're	exploring
right	now	like	spaces	on,	on	creativity	on	joy	on	like	actually	betting	on	all	of	the	amazing	things	that
we	have	to	offer.	And	as	much	as	we	have	to	respond	to	crisis	and	we	start	organizing	our	survival.
We	don't	always	want	to	be	stuck	there.	So	I	think	giving	us	room	to	explore	and	like	showing	up	for
your	in	our	ancestral	way	that	we	already	know	how	to	do	that	is	really	important.	And	the	last	thing
is,	you	know,	yeah,	it	this	is	intergenerational	work.	I	tell	everyone	that	20	years	ago,	nobody	knew
who	Greg	Abbott	was	outside	of	Texas,	but	when	you	because	20	years	ago,	he	actually	became
Attorney	General.	And	20	years	ago	is	when	he	started	preparing	this	agenda	that	he's	executing
today,	and	so	we	need	a	20	year	plan.	We	need	a	20	year	partnership	envisioning	and,	and	the
resourcing	for	all	of	that.	So	please	help	us	we	don't	want	to	always	answer	by	Omar	we	want	to
create	a	new	future	for

1:11:17
you.	I	want	to	thank	Stephanie	calm	and	Claudia	I	want	to	just	you	every	panel	has	been	an	example
of	what	it	looks	like	to	make	sure	that	humans	flourish.	So	thank	you.	Please	put	your	hands	together
and	say


